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UM stands by athletic recruitment
Oriana Turley
MONTANA KAIMIN
Despite recent legal trouble
involving two UM football players, the University of Montana
stands behind its recruiting practices.
“We want to win, but we want
to win in the right way,” said Jim
Lopach, who was appointed by
UM President George Dennison to
represent academic interest in athletes as the NCAA athletic faculty
representative. “We follow NCAA
rules and athletes graduate as
much as possible.”
Associate Athletic Director Jean
Gee said President Dennison’s

office treats all student athletes the
same as regular students. That
includes not running background
checks on potential players.
“They talk to every possible
person about that student.
Coaches, teachers, there are a lot
of rules about what a coach can
and cannot do,” said Gee. “Our
president has made it very clear
we will not be doing formal background checks and he was very
public in his statement. From a
compliance standpoint, our student athletes are to be treated like
every other student – no better and
no worse – during the admissions
process.”
Though recruiting for teams is

left completely up to coaches,
there are strict NCAA rules that
each coach must comply with in
order to get a potential athlete on
the field.
Lopach and an academic adviser must also approve each student
athlete academically.
“We look for academic success,
athletic success and good citizens,” he said. “Given those three
standards, it puts a lot of pressure
on coaches when they go out
recruiting.”
On rare occasions, Lopach said,
coaches take a chance on an athlete with a less than desirable academic record. But they don’t take
a chance on character.

Buried in Books

Kerr’s African
Crusade
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• Student Job Fair
UC Center Ballroom,
10 a.m. - 3p.m.

•Registration Deadline:
Day Hike
Labor Day, Sept. 3 $15
Register by 5 p.m. with
UM Campus Recreation
Outdoor Program
243-5172
– UM News and Events Calendar

Myanmar:

Pro-government gangs staked out
key streets in Myanmar’s largest
city as the country’s military
rulers sought to crush a rare wave
of dissent by pro-democracy
activists protesting fuel price
increases.

Iran:

An Iranian envoy warned the
United States against pushing for
new U.N. Security Council sanctions on his country, suggesting
Tehran could retaliate by ending
cooperation with U.N. experts
probing its nuclear program.

Iraq:

Anti-American cleric Muqtada alSadr took his Mahdi Army out of
action for up to six months to
overhaul the feared Shiite militia–
a stunning move that underscores
the struggles against breakaway
factions with suspected ties to Iran.
– Associated Press

Check us out
on the web at
www.montanakaimin.com

See RECRUIT, page 4

‘Rocket
Man’
to land
at UM

On Campus
Today

Around the
World

“Coaches want coachable people. They don’t want problem
behavior,” he said.
Despite the events involving
former UM cornerback Jimmy
Wilson, who was charged with
murder in Los Angeles County
this summer, UM FootballRecruiting Coordinator Dominic
Daste said that the recruiting
process Griz football goes through
is reliable and extensive.
“On a large grand scale of
things, we don’t have problems,”
he said. “With Jimmy we did, but
99 percent of these kids deserve to
be here. I don’t think there is

Krista Miller / Montana Kaimin

Rachel Stiff, a transfer student from Powell, Wyoming, researches abstract painting procedures at the Mansfield Library Wednesday. Stiff came
to UM to finish her bachelor’s degree in painting and drawing.

UM seeks grad students
Ashley Zuelke
MONTANA KAIMIN
At his State of the University
address last Friday, University of
Montana
President
George
Dennison said he would like to
increase graduate student enrollment at UM and Montana State
University, consequently restricting the number of undergraduates
admitted to the two universities.
Dennison said enhancing graduate enrollments and developing
new funding methods that would
include targeted enrollment is on
this academic year’s agenda. His
reasoning behind enhancing UM’s
graduate enrollment is a “direct
correlation” between economic
development and graduate enrollments and research.
Dennison encouraged the
development of a plan to incrementally increase UM’s graduate
enrollments as early as next fall.
In a Tuesday interview,
Dennison said a greater graduate
population at UM would likely
necessitate restricting the number

of undergraduate students.
“You can’t just let everything
grow, there has to be some limitation,” Dennison said.
Increasing the graduate population is just one facet of a plan to
change the student makeup of
UM, said Provost Royce
Engstrom.
On Monday, Engstrom said UM
has an ongoing discussion concerning the school’s “optimal student make-up.” The university,
Engstrom said, is headed toward
increasing graduate enrollment
and out-of-state enrollment. Also,
UM is exploring the possibility of
revising admissions standards to
ensure admitted students are “a
good match here,” he said.
Dennison’s speech addressed
the “enrollment volatility” on all
Montana campuses as the state’s
high school graduation rate is
expected to continually decrease
in the future. He later said that
enhancing graduate programs at
UM and MSU, and limiting the
institutions’ undergraduate enrollment would increase enrollments

at Montana’s baccalaureate and
two-year higher education institutions. Students who don’t meet
UM and MSU’s increased standards would be encouraged to
attend other schools, such as
MSU-Northern or a college of
technology, at the start of their
academic careers and could reapply as transfer students once they
matched the new qualifications.
On Monday, Associate Provost
Arlene Walker-Andrews said
tighter admissions standards
would ensure that UM is admitting students with the right combination of test scores and GPA to
succeed.
While studying admission standards in early 2000, physics professor James Jacobs said he found
“a compelling case” in the stark
difference between graduation
rates of students who met all
admission qualifications and provisional students. Provisionally
admitted students lack either a
GPA or test score above Montana
University System standards.
See ENROLLING, page 8

It’s official. Sir Elton John,
Britain’s own male diva, is hitting
the Adams Center in Missoula on
Sept. 28.
Tickets for the concert, which
was confirmed yesterday morning, go on sale Sept. 5 at 10 a.m.
Though price scales are still being
worked out, Adams Center
Director Mary Muse said she’s
confident the tickets will be more
affordable than those for last
year’s Rolling Stones concert.
Price one for the Rolling Stones
concert was the lowest on the
price scale, which ran concertgoers about $95. From there, second
tier tickets were made available to
the general public starting at
roughly $115. Muse said she is
currently strategizing for an “on
sale” process similar to that of the
Rolling Stones concert to eliminate the first-come, first-serve
atmosphere and discourage ticket
seekers from camping in line.
“I don’t think we’ll hit as high
as ticket price one,” Muse said.
Muse said official ticket prices
for the Elton John concert should
be announced in the next few
days, but she was unable to confirm how many separate ticket
prices would be offered.
“It’s nice to come out from
behind the curtain on this, so to
speak,” Muse said. However, she
added that it would also be nice to
offer solid ticket information
soon.
Muse estimated the Adams
Center’s seating capacity at
around 7,000, but explained that
some of those seats might not be
available for the concert. When
concert production crews roll into
town, they often restrict use of
individual seats or even entire
rows. These “production kills”
could be subject to change up to
the day of the show, possibly freeing up seats at the last minute,
See CONCERT, page 4
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Guest Column

EDITORIAL

Forest restoration, community
wildfire protection possible

Montana vies
for national attention

As predictable as the sun rising
in the east and setting in the west,
some people are again trying to
use wildfire season as justification
for more logging and road building in our national forests.
Just like attempts in years past,
these efforts ignore the fact that
many of the most significant fires
threatening homes and communities are burning through heavily
logged and roaded landscapes.
Some of these fires even blaze on
grasslands.
The Jocko Lakes Fire, near
Seeley Lake, has ripped through
Plum Creek Timber Company
lands. These are among the most
heavily logged and roaded lands
in Western Montana. Likewise
for Montana’s largest wildfire, the
Chippy Creek Fire, north of
Plains, which burns on lands managed by Plum Creek, Forest
Service, Montana DNRC and the
Salish Kootenai Tribes.
Furthermore, much of the total
acreage burned in the Northern
Rockies isn’t even forested. The
653,000 acre Murphy Complex
Fire earlier this year raced through
Southwestern Idaho’s sagebrush
and grassland country with nary a
tree in sight. Clearly, more logging would have had zero impact
on this, the nation’s largest fire.
It’s also important to recognize
that fires are an important part of
our ecosystems and with prolonged drought and record-shattering temperatures, it doesn’t
exactly take a genius to see the
potential of an active fire season.

Last week, the Montana Republican Party
decided to change its presidential primary to
a caucus and move it from June to February.
Next week, Democratic presidential candidate John Edwards will give a speech at the
University of Montana.
The state’s Republicans are aiming to
make Montana relevant in the presidential
nomination process. Edwards apparently
thinks that it already is.
But with a relatively small number of votKarl Krempel
ers, only three electoral votes and no major
News Editor
metropolitan areas, are Montana voters – or
Montana money – enough to make the state a serious player in the
nomination process?
Probably not.
Montana is far from the only state that’s moved up its primary
or caucus this election cycle. Everyone seems to have realized that
the earlier their nomination contest, the more influence they should
theoretically have. Some states have even risked being penalized
by the national parties for violating their rules on how early primaries can be held. No one seems content to just let Iowa and New
Hampshire have their glory and accept the fact that not everyone
can be first.
This makes it tougher for a state like Montana to get any attention, even with a Feb. 5 caucus since California, New York and
Illinois hold their primaries on the same day. It’s unfortunate that
Montana gets overlooked because of its relatively small population
when the seclusion of the state – brought on by its low population
and its large swaths of land occupied by mountains and rivers, not
subways and skyscrapers – is one of the things that makes it great.
It seems as though everyone has a leg up on Montana. They
have more electoral votes, more seats at the nomination conventions and more wealthy residents and companies from which they
can solicit campaign funds.
That brings us to the motivation for Edwards’ visit. Since
Montana’s democrats still hold their primary in June – the last in
the nation, along with South Dakota – he can’t be hoping that a
strong finish here will propel him to the nomination. He may be
thinking that he has a realistic shot at winning the state in the general election and attempting to establish himself here early, thinking that a visit now will be easier than one a year from now. Or
maybe he’s just here to make some money – The Associated Press
reported Tuesday that Edwards is expected to attend a private
fundraiser in Missoula after his speech.
It would be great if Montana had significant influence – which
would be tough to accomplish – but with political influence comes
media coverage, and many Montanans have a certain distaste for
both the media and for outsiders.
The state republicans’ move may likely not have an impact on
the presidential campaign of 2008, but it’s a worthy goal and the
only likely negative effect – depending on who you are – would be
a decrease in Republican turnout in June’s state primary.
For now, we’ll have to settle for Gov. Brian Schweitzer’s occasional appearances in the Washington Post and on “Real Time with
Bill Maher” and the efforts of our congressional delegation to get
Montana noticed in the world of national politics.
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That’s why the WildWest
Institute is working with community members, county commissioners and business leaders from
Lincoln County to Lemhi County,
Idaho and points in between. We
help craft positive, sustainable
solutions that create jobs restoring
watersheds and forests, while also
protecting our communities from
wildfire through careful and
strategic fuel reduction projects.
Our efforts don’t end there,
though. This past year, WildWest
helped form FireSafe Montana,
which serves as a clearinghouse
for homeowners seeking information, resources and assistance on
community wildfire protection.
For the past two years we have literally rolled up our sleeves and
joined forces with the West End
Volunteer Fire Department in
DeBorgia for successful community wildfire protection workweeks that created defensible
space around the homes of elderly
community members and along
key roads in town.
While some people will continue using every wildfire season to
perpetuate the “blame game,” I’m
confident that working together
we can and will create jobs restoring our forests and watersheds and
protecting our communities from
wildfires.
Matthew Koehler is executive
director of the WildWest Institute
(www.wildwestinstitute.org). He
is also a UM Alumni and a former
wildland firefighter and wood
products worker.

Letters should be 300
words or fewer, and
columns should be about
700 words. Please e-mail both to
letters@kaimin.umt.edu, or
drop them off in Anderson Hall 208.

www.montanakaimin.com
110 Years

Millions of new homes have
been built in the wildland/urban
interface, and the West’s typical
fire season has been extended
nearly three months due to global
warming. Consider past – and in
some cases current – land-management abuses, and clearly we
have all the ingredients for a wildfire’s equivalent of a “perfect
storm.”
In fact, as I write, it’s amazing
to see the success our firefighters
have had in keeping home losses
in Montana remarkably low. For
that we all owe our gratitude and
sincere thanks.
While it’s no secret that national forest logging levels have rightfully decreased since the record
high cut levels of the late 1980s –
a direct result of the Forest
Service and logging industry’s
wholly unsustainable practices –
the extensive ecological damage
caused during the logging frenzy
still remains on the landscape.
For example, here in Montana
we have 32,000 miles of roads on
our national forests with a regional maintenance backlog over $1
billion.
An estimated 50 percent of
riparian areas on national forests
require restoration due to logging,
road building, grazing, mining
and off-road vehicles. Regionally,
the Forest Service estimates that
85 percent of culverts are currently impassible to fish due to mismanagement.
Fortunately, these problems create a tremendous opportunity.

The Kaimin accepts
letters to the editor
and guest columns.

Montana Kaimin

The Montana Kaimin, in its
110th year, is published by the
students of The University of
Montana, Missoula. The UM
School of Journalism uses the
Montana Kaimin for practice
courses but assumes no control
over policy or content.
Send letters to the editor to
letters@kaimin.umt.edu or drop
them off in Anderson Hall 208.
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Correction:
Wednesday’s issue of the Montana Kaimin misspelled
Missoula County Attorney Fred Van Valkenburg’s name.

Can you draw?
Do your friends think you’re funnier than they
are?
Do you have more comic books than textbooks?
Then you’re a perfect candidate for a Kaimin
Kartoonist! If you’re interested in submitting
guest cartoons, please bring samples to Don
Anderson Hall, Room 208, and ask for a news editor.

Games
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ASUM begins with early-alert proposal
Thursday, August 30, 2007

Mark Page
MONTANA KAIMIN
New University Provost Royce
Engstrom unveiled his plans for a
campus-wide early alert system
at the weekly ASUM meeting
Wednesday. The system will start
this term on a voluntary basis,
each professor deciding whether
to participate.
The system is designed to
remind students who are failing
to maintain a certain level of
progress in 100 and 200 level
classes at the end of week three
of the semester. The notifications
will be submitted to the
Registrar’s Office by participating professors and students will
be alerted in turn through
Cyberbear.
“[This is] a program to help our
first year students succeed in col-

RECRUIT

Continued from page 1
anyone on the team right now that
in hindsight we wouldn’t recruit.”
When looking at players, Daste
said, coaches look at every possible aspect of a person. This
includes visiting their homes, their
high schools, and talking to past
coaches and teachers.

lege,” Engstrom said, “A way of
providing feedback.”
Engstrom was careful to mention that the alert system is nonbinding, does not constitute a
grade for a class and is simply
used to allow students to improve
their study habits.
The university currently has a
student retention rate of 70 percent from freshman to sophomore
year. Engstrom would like to see
this figure rise to the high seventies, which would put UM in the
top 25 percentile of higher education institutions in the United
States. He sees the early alert
program as a method of improving those numbers.
“It’s a fairly common technique to promote retention,”
Engstrom said.
The ASUM senators brought
up several potential issues

regarding the early alert system,
including the chance for one bad
quiz grade to get someone a
warning and whether this warning would be sent to students’
parents.
Engstrom assured the Senate
that letters will not be sent home
to parents, but did admit one bad
grade could cause an alert to be
issued if that was the only thing
the professor had entered in their
grade book. The major issue professors had with the system at
other institutions was not having
enough time to give students fair
evaluations, Engstrom said.
ASUM Senator Pete Tolton
voiced concerns of this nature.
He wanted to make sure students
were informed of how this program operates before the plan
goes into effect.
“This isn’t some mild form of

“In a nutshell, when we start our
recruitment process we try and get
to know the kid and their family,”
he said.
If they had to do it again, based
on what they saw during recruitment, Daste said he would still
recruit Jimmy Wilson.
Women’s basketball head coach
Robin Selvig said that recruiting
should continue to be up to the
head coaches.
“It’s up to us to go and get kids

who will fit into our programs,”
he said. “The coaches are held
accountable for the players they
recruit.”
Selvig said that on each team
there is the potential for problems
and sometimes, things just happen.
“Football deals with a lot of
kids. It would be amazing if you
never had a problem,” he said.
“We live in an age where kids
have problems.”

Montana Kaimin

academic probation,” Tolton said.
ASUM Senate faculty adviser
Hayden Ausland expressed concerns about implementing the
system so quickly.
“It’s hard to see how one’s
going to get this rolling this
term,” Ausland said as he
addressed the Senate.
Dustin Leftridge, the ASUM
president, fully supports the plan.
A student-faculty dialogue is very
important for new students who
are struggling with their classes,
he said.
“Personally, I think it’s a really
good idea,” Leftridge said, “A
way for students to know how
they are doing.”
The ASUM senate focused on a
few other important issues during
the term’s first session.
ASUM transportation director
Nancy Wilson came forward to

discuss the order of three new
buses and the addition of two
extra routes this semester. She
applauded the success of the new
routes but expressed disappointment because the new the buses
will not arrive until late spring
due to an unexpectedly long production time.
University Dining Services
Director of Retail Operations
Byron Drake then discussed proposals to replace the Think Tank
located above the Urey lecture
hall. Due to a growing demand
the building must be expanded.
The new location will be on the
north side of Urey, facing the
Oval and will include an expanded menu and seating. Drake is
also working on making the
building the only certified green
building on campus.

New faces in ASUM

www.montanakaimin.com
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ASUM President Dustin Leftridge, Vice President Tara Ness and Business Manager Erica
Henderson (from left) take a break outside Main Hall Wednesday. Making ASUM more
accessible to student groups and the student body as well as striving for a greener campus are major goals they hope to accomplish this year.

Mark Page
MONTANA KAIMIN
With the new school year
comes a fresh crop of faces in
the offices of ASUM’s elected student government officials.
The new president of
ASUM is Dustin Leftridge, a
senior from Eureka, Calif.
studying environmental geology.
Leftridge said his personal
goal for ASUM’s agenda this
semester is bringing the campus up to a greener standard.
“We are extremely interested in working on a green
campus initiative,” Leftridge
said. “There hasn’t been a
student-wide effort. …
ASUM is the logical focal
point.”
ASUM Vice President Tara
Ness, a junior in biology
from Frenchtown, also wants
to start up the sustainability
movement on campus and is
very concerned with empowering student groups. She
said she stayed close to home
in choosing her school
because of her love for
Montana.
“Missoula is one of the

quirkiest towns you can
find,” she said.
The new ASUM business
manager is Erica Henderson.
She is a junior majoring in
economics and finance and
grew up in the small Oregon
town of Madras. She brings
in some different goals pertaining to her department.
Henderson said she is most
concerned with making
ASUM more accessible to
students. The new ASUM
Web site launched Tuesday
with the help of Henderson.
“I want to make things
more
user-friendly,”
Henderson said. “Everything
from funding to tabling in the
UC.”
All three ASUM administration figures plan to focus
attention on their busy schedules at their office while balancing class loads. They also
have their own personal goals
for the semester: Leftridge
wants to learn to play guitar
and Ness wants to actually
finish a game of Risk, though
everything may prove difficult with their busy agenda.
“Our lives are pretty much
encompassed by ASUM,”
Leftridge said.

The Montana Kaimin:
Goes great with coffee.
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Volleyball team focuses on defense to win
Lady Griz gear up for a new season
Jake Grilley
MONTANA KAIMIN
There is an age-old adage in
sports that defense wins championships. During this week’s practices, the University of Montana
volleyball team experienced this
athletic proverb each and every
day.
“We have been working on our
defense a ton,” said sophomore
outside hitter Whitney Hobbs.
Montana finished last weekend’s tournament with an average
of 10.3 digs per game — last in
the Big Sky Conference.
“We didn’t know what we needed to work on until last weekend,”
Wagner said. “Everything looks
good in the gym.”
This weekend Montana will see
if practice truly makes perfect as
they travel to Peoria, Ill. to face
off against Western Illinois, St.
Louis and Bradley during the twoday Bradley Invitational.
“We are going to get in there
and take care of business,” said
senior libero Jackie White. “It is
another challenge, we can see how
well we adjust to different teams.”
Coach Wagner knows that each
team the Grizzlies will face is
capable of playing at a high level.
Western Illinois showed they
are capable of hanging with any
team, Wagner said, after they
played well against Big-10
Indiana.
The
Fighting
Leathernecks picked up their first
win of the season on Tuesday

beating Chicago State, putting
their regular season record at 1-3.
St. Louis is 2-1 on the season
with their only loss coming to
Louisiana State in five games.
Bradley has started 2007 with
four losses but they have the
advantage of hosting the tournament.
The Grizzlies travel to Peoria
trying to put last week behind
them and focus on playing three
talented and unfamiliar squads.
“I am looking forward to taking
this team on the road,” Wagner
said. “We had lots of distraction
last weekend. This week we are
more prepared.”
Grizzly players believe these
types of pre-conference tournaments are a great way to warm up
for the regular conference schedule.
“It allows everyone to get comfortable on the court,” White said.
“We are learning how to play
together. Everyone can get their
jitters out.”
One player that has been comfortable on the court so far is
freshman middle blocker Jaimie
Thibeault.
“We have people on this team
that are able to step outside themselves,” Wagner said. “I have
been impressed by the enthusiasm
and passion of players like
Jaimie.”
Thibeault is excited to be heading out on her first trip as a collegiate volleyball player.
“Last week I learned not to be

nervous, just to treat it as another
game,” Thibeault said. “The
[prospect of] a loud crowd against
us motivates me more.”
Wagner believes, regardless of
how Montana returns from its
weekend tournament, the team
needs to keep their goals in perspective.
“We have learned that we will
be pretty good — in time,”
Wagner said. “We need to find
out just how good we are before
conference.”
Montana faces Western Illinois
at 4:30 p.m. on Friday. The
Grizzlies square off against St.
Louis at 12 p.m. on Saturday followed by a 7 p.m. match-up
against host team Bradley
University.

Upcoming
Games
8/31
vs.Western Illinois

9/1
vs. St. Louis

9/1
@ Bradley

9/3
@ Gonzaga

9/ 7 - 9/8
South Dakota State
Tournament

Hugh Carey/Montana Kaimin

Junior Lauren Gustafson winds up for a spike during volleyball practice at the West Auxiliary Gym
Wednesday afternoon. The UM volleyball team will compete at the Bradley Invitational in Peoria, Ill.,
this weekend.

Football fans rejoice: The season begins
Amber Kuehn
MONTANA KAIMIN
The moment that football fans
have been waiting for all summer
has arrived.
The Montana Griz may not take
the field for their first game until
Saturday, but three fellow Big Sky
Conference teams kick off their
season-openers before the weekend even arrives.
Here is a look at the games Big
Sky teams are playing today and
Friday:
Weber State at Boise State
(6:05 p.m. Thursday)
The Wildcats head to the blue
turf to play the Broncos tonight.
Weber State was picked to finish
sixth for the second year in a row
in the Big Sky Conference coaches’ poll. They finished just 4-7, 35 in conference play last year and
return nine starters overall. The
Wildcats have a new face at quarterback in Alabama transfer
Jimmy Barnes, a sophomore this
year. His strong arm should help
the passing game. Weber State
already has a solid running game
with Trevyn Smith, and senior
Adrian Conway returns from
injury. Smith makes Weber State’s
running game a force to be reckoned with. Last year he led the
conference with 1,129 rushing

yards as a true freshman, even
though he didn’t start the first five
games. The Wildcats have a beefy
offensive line and quick receivers.
Last year the defense was solid,
but the Wildcats only return two
starters. They lost defensive end
Rio Stotler and cornerback John
Collins to ineligibility, and Tyler
DeBry and Bo Smith to graduation.
Tonight marks the first meeting
between Weber State and former
Big Sky Conference member and
powerhouse Boise State since
1998. Boise State won that game
24-13, and they’ll likely win this
one too, as they are coming off
one of the most remarkable seasons in college football. After
going undefeated in 2006 and
winning an exhilarating Fiesta
Bowl in overtime with a trick play
43-42 over Oklahoma, but who
needs to be reminded? The
Broncos seem unstoppable even
without
quarterback
Jared
Zabransky, who graduated. Top
running back Ian Johnson returns,
but the Broncos are inexperienced
at wide receiver.
“Basically, we’re concentrating
on ourselves, on Weber State, and
not worrying about Boise State,”
said third-year Weber State head
coach Ron McBride. “I completely respect what they do, but we
need to be focused on our team

this year. In the RMAC preseason
poll they were picked to finish
fifth.
If the Lumberjacks can’t handle
the Mustangs, they have no
chance at surviving the next two
games against Pac-10 Arizona and
two-time defending FCS champion Appalachian State.

and not get too caught up in who
we’re playing.”
Northern Arizona hosts
Western New Mexico (7:05 p.m.
Thursday)
The Lumberjacks were picked
fourth by the coaches and third in
the media poll. NAU finished 6-5,
5-3 in the Big Sky last season and
is returning 14 starters. They
should have a strong running
game, with Big Sky Newcomer of
the Year sophomore Alex
Henderson back. Last season he
picked up 1,014 yards. New quarterback junior Lance Kriesien is
big at 6-foot-3 and 225 pounds,

and he’s a mobile replacement for
Jason Murrietta. Northern Arizona
still returns a solid O-line, despite
losing center Kevin Meagher after
he was injured in a car accident.
On the defensive side of the ball,
all three linebackers are gone and
the Jacks have a lot of new faces.
Head coach Jerome Souers, one of
the more experienced coaches in
the league, is in his ninth season
with the team.
Western New Mexico should be
an easy opponent for the
Lumberjacks. The Division II
school was 5-5, 3-5 in the Rocky
Mountain Athletic Conference last
season, and has a new head coach

Eastern Washington hosts
Montana-Western (7:05 p.m.
Friday)
Friday marks the first time
Eastern Washington has opened its
season with a lower-division team
at home in ten years. MontanaWestern is a member of the
National
Association
of
Intercollegiate Athletics, and
EWU was formerly a member of
the NAIA. The Eagles have never
lost to the Bulldogs in seven
games, but the teams haven’t
played one another since 1982.
Last season, the young
Montana-Western team won only
one game, and all ten opponents
were
from
the
Frontier
Conference.
The Eagles are coming off a 38, 3-5 season and lost all three
non-conference games. The
Eagles are also young, and were
picked to finish fifth. They have a
good but inconsistent defense.
Still, they shouldn’t have trouble
with this NAIA team.
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Wood baseball bats crucial to safety
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Amber Kuehn
MONTANA KAIMIN
It’s been debated for years.
Aluminum bats versus wood bats.
Opponents of metal bats argue
that they are more dangerous than
wood bats, while many athletes
and coaches will tell you metal is
more durable and allows players
to
hit
the
ball
better.
Manufacturers also insist metal
bats are as safe as wood.
But very little has actually been
proven, and it’s time for safety to
become more of a priority than
home runs.
A judge in New York had safety
in mind when he ruled this week
that a ban on metal bats in high
school games was constitutional.
It’s a smart move, one that all
organizations – Little League,
National High School Association,
American Legion and the National
Collegiate Athletic Association –
should consider.
Unfortunately, this likely won’t
happen, since aluminum bats have
been around since the 1970s and

don’t appear to be going away completely any time soon. They aren’t
allowed in the minor or major
leagues, but have been approved by
the NCAA. However, if all high
schools make the bats illegal, colleges would have no choice but to
follow suit. Many Division II
schools are already making metal
bats a thing of the past.
Giancarlo DiPrima, who played
for the Helena Brewers in 1998, is
a salesman for a bat company that
only promotes wood bats made of
Yellow Birch. He said that not
only are the bats more safe, but it
forces athletes to have a more
accurate swing.
“A metal bat, you can hit anywhere on the bat and the ball is
going to fly,” DiPrima said.
“When I played in the minors you
wouldn’t believe the number of
guys who couldn’t hit off of wood
bats because they got used to
using metal in college. But I do
honestly believe wood bats are
safer.”
Statistics are scarce, but in 2002

OPINION

the U.S. Consumer Product Safety
Commission reported 17 fatalities
resulting from impact with a batted
ball between 1991 and 2001. Eight
were from aluminum bats, two
from wood, and the other seven
were unknown. But when it’s such
a heated debate, why aren’t more
studies being conducted?
The argument about the safety
of bats was sparked again in July,
when minor league Tulsa Drillers’
first-base coach Mike Coolbaugh,
35, was struck in the head by a
foul ball and killed. The reason
people were talking was because
the hit came off of a wood bat.
Proponents of metal bats spoke
out, saying it was proof that accidents can happen regardless of the
kind of bat being used.
Quickly, the tragedies created
by metal bats were forgotten.
The debate hits closer to home
for people in Miles City, after
pitcher Brandon Patch, 18, died

Montana Kaimin

after being hit by a ball batted off
a metal bat in a game against
Helena in 2003.
The tragedy led to a decision by
the Miles City legion team to not
play teams whose players used
metal bats. Most teams adhered to
this out of respect, however
Bozeman refused to put its aluminum bats down for one game.
So Miles City forfeited. The team
decided it would rather lose a
game than risk losing another life,
an admirable thing to do in a
country where people have
become so competitive that they
will do whatever it takes to win.
Several states, though, are taking steps to ensure they are doing
what it takes to keep their athletes
safe. But sadly, it usually takes a
disaster to prompt these decisions.
“The baseball traditionalists use
those tragedies as a catalyst for
their argument that the game
should be played on a level playing field,” DiPrima said. “And
that means using wood bats only.”
New Jersey looked into a reso-

lution banning metal bats after
Steven Domalewski, a 12-yearold pitcher from Wayne, New
Jersey, was struck in the chest in
June 2006 by a ball hit off a metal
bat. It was enough to stop his
heart. He was revived later, but
went into a coma. Over a year
later, the boy is still unable to
walk or talk.
It’s not to say the same thing
couldn’t have happened had the
hitter been using a wood bat. But
there are some cases where
injuries sustained from balls batted off wood bats aren’t overly
severe, like on May 26, 2006.
That night, a batter hit a line drive
and struck Red Sox pitcher David
Wells in his right knee. The
result? A bruise. It might have
been worse had that batter been
using an aluminum bat.
Due to the lack of research
that’s been done on the subject,
we may never know. But hopefully more teams decide to lose the
metal before they start losing
more lives.

New York judge rules ban on metal bats is constitutional
Larry Neumeister
ASSOCIATED PRESS
NEW YORK – A judge on
Tuesday upheld New York’s ban
on metal bats in high school baseball games, saying it was not his
place to overturn a law that was
approved by a local government
with the public’s safety in mind.
U.S. District Judge John G.
Koeltl said there is no clear evidence that metal bats cause more
serious injuries than wooden bats

but added the City Council is entitled to make the judgment that the
risk is too great.
“The protection of the health
and safety of high school-age students is entitled to great weight,”
the judge said. “While the record
does not include clear empirical
evidence showing that more serious injuries would occur without
the ordinance, it is the city’s legislative assessment that the risk is
too great.”
The judge added: “In short, the

judgment that high school baseball players’ safety is more important than higher batting averages
and more offense is a classic legislative judgment that the City
Council could constitutionally
make.”
The law is set to take effect
Sept. 1.
The ban had been challenged by
an organization representing
national high school baseball
coaches, several companies that
make metal bats, and coaches and

parents of New York City high
school baseball players.
The law resulted from claims
that today’s metal bats cause balls
to go farther and faster, heightening the risk of injuries.
In April, the City Council overrode a veto of the legislation by
Mayor Michael Bloomberg. The
lawsuit was then filed.
During hearings, former Mets
pitcher John Franco testified that
when he throws batting practice
for some high school teams that

use non-wood bats, the ball seems
to come back at him as soon as it
leaves his hand.
“I don’t even see it coming at
me. It’s dangerous. It’s very, very
dangerous. ... I’m speaking from
someone who is standing on the
mound for 22 years, and I can see
the difference,” he testified.
David A. Ettinger, a lawyer for
the challengers, said legislators
needed to provide some scientific
evidence that the metal bats are
unsafe. Manufacturers then could
adjust the makeup of metal bats to
make them safer than some wooden bats, he said.
Ettinger said Tuesday he had
just received the ruling and could
not comment yet.
The lawsuit was filed by USA
Baseball, a Durham, N.C.-based
national governing body for several baseball associations; the
National High School Baseball
Coaches Association, based in
Tempe, Ariz.; Easton Sports Inc.;
Wilson Sporting Goods Co.;
Rawlings Sporting Goods Co.;
Hillerich & Bradsby Co.; and several fathers of ballplayers.
The president of Little League
Baseball and Softball, Stephen D.
Keener, said in a statement the
group was “disappointed” with the
decision.
“We enthusiastically support the
government’s obligation to protect
its citizens, but in this case the
judge has said that the New York
City Council made its decision
without any factual basis, and we
agree,” he said.
Paul Seiler, executive director
of USA Baseball, said in a statement that his group fears the ruling “will take a lot of fun out of
the game for most high school
players.”
“Except for the rare, great
ballplayer, it’s harder to hit with
wood,” he said.
Councilman James Oddo, the
original sponsor of the bill, said he
hopes city and state governments
throughout the country see the ruling as a “green light to return the
game to its roots, to give kids back
a better, purer and safer brand of
baseball.”
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UM anthropology professor, class to travel to Africa
Carly Flandro
FOR THE KAIMIN
“So, I’m going to Africa this
year with my mother,” University
of Montana professor Garry Kerr
mentioned to his Introduction to
Anthropology class.
“I wanna go!” a student
exclaimed from his seat.
The declaration was met with an
echo of similar replies and the joke
was on: the Davidson Honors
College freshmen interest group
would go to Africa with Kerr.
Little did the students know that
one year later many of them would
be sitting in the same classroom
together once again – only this time
they’re not joking about an African
adventure, they’re planning for it.
Rather than learning about the
groundbreaking studies of Louis
Leakey and Jane Goodall through
the pages of an anthropology book,
some of Kerr’s students will actually trek through the areas that were
the basis of such discoveries: the
Olduvai Gorge and Gombe Stream
National Park.
The only prerequisite for the trip
is that students take Archaeology
and Anthropology of Olduvai, a
class offered this fall that will provide an opportunity for students to
learn about the local geology and
wildlife of Tanzania as well as
what they will need to do to prepare for the trip.
Preparations include vaccinations for diseases such as yellow
fever, malaria and typhoid fever,
but the students’ excitement over

their voyage to Africa is far from
curbed.
“This is the experience of a lifetime. We are already a tight-knit
group because we all have the
same goal: We want to go to
Africa,” UM sophomore Jane
Duncan said.
Kerr agrees that the students are
as essential to the trip as the location.
“This class was not designed by
the university. It was designed by
student desire,” Kerr said.
He explained that Michael West,
a student in his anthropology class
last year, was the catalyst for the
trip. While other students were joking about the possibility of an
African visit, he was thinking
about the probability of such an
adventure.
“[West] is like a lightning bolt.
When he gets an idea, he doesn’t
just think about it, he makes it happen,” Kerr said. “Students have the
power to make things happen and
this is proof.”
While looking forward to working at the site of ongoing archaeological digs and observing the
habits of chimpanzees, students
also enjoy the support they are
receiving from the university.
Davidson Honors College Dean
James McKusick stopped by their
class Wednesday afternoon to offer
a few words of advice to the globetrotters. After retelling his own
personal adventures, including eating guinea pig stew in Peru and
meeting the Dalai Lama in the
Himalayas, he told the students to

embrace the challenges they
encounter.
“Even if I live to be 100, I’ll still
remember every second of these
trips; and the reason these trips are
so memorable is because I was out
of my comfort zone,” McKusick
said.
However, he did remind students
to be cautious during their travels
and offered advice on maintaining
good health and financial security.
Though dangerous situations in
Africa could arise, Kerr remains
confident that there is nothing his
group of students can’t handle.
“These kids can turn any situation into a good one,” he said.
Kelly Dixon, a well-known
archaeologist and professor at UM,
is a co-instructor for the course and
is just as excited as the students.
“We’re going to do this Leakeystyle,” she joked. “We will be having tea promptly at 4 p.m. in our
tents and we will be bringing
Dalmatians too!”
Students did nothing but reciprocate the positive attitudes of their
trip leaders, as they sat in class listening to Kerr, McKusick and
Dixon trade stories of adventures
in far-away places. The widening
of students’ eyes and smiles on
their faces were signs of the anticipation for their own adventures to
come.
“The students have been the
inspiration for this trip; we are just
watering the seed. I don’t know
what will grow from this adventure; but I know one thing,” Kerr
said. “It won’t be thorn bushes.”

Hugh Carey/Montana Kaimin

UM anthropology professor Garry Kerr is a co-instructor for a trip to Tanzania that his students will
take in early summer of 2008. Students will spend two weeks exploring areas of Africa that were
studied by Louis Leakey and Jane Goodall.
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ENROLLING

Continued from page 1
Revision of admissions standards and sending students who
would now be admitted provisionally to other higher education
institutions would likely support
UM’s goals for higher retention
and lower attrition rates. Dennison
said new standards would create a
“higher assuredness” that students
would graduate.
Dennison, Engstrom and WalkerAndrews all stressed the gradual
nature of changing the composition
of UM’s student population and
revising admissions standards.
Walker-Andrews specifically said
standards must gradually trans-

form so students in their primary
education know what Montana
universities expect for admission.
Vice President for Administration
and Finance Bob Duringer said the
university will take the next major
step to fulfill the president’s proposals after this fall’s Board of
Regents meetings in September
and November. “We can actually
get this out for more discussion,”
he said.
UM’s potential enrollment programs create a “very complicated
financial picture,” Duringer said.
If the president’s idea goes forward after a positive response
from the regents, he said UM
would most likely propose a redistribution of Montana’s higher education funding during the 2009
legislative session.

Duringer said only 10 percent of
UM’s functioning budget comes
from state funding. With new programs, he said, UM would seek a
larger portion of the “lump sum”
allocated to higher education by
the legislature.
Duringer said the enrollment
and admissions aspects of the
president’s address intrigued him.
“We’ve been doing the same
thing for a long time and this is a
really interesting and creative proposal,” Duringer said.
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Continued from page 1
Muse said.
“They [ticket seekers] might
still have one last gasp of prayer,”
she said.
Elton John made a name for
himself in the pop music world as
a composer, singer and pianist in
the 1970s. Nicknamed “the
Rocket Man” for one of his hit
songs, he has sold more than 200
million records and is currently on

tour promoting his newest release,
“Rocket Man: Number Ones.” His
work on the soundtrack for
Disney’s “The Lion King” earned
him both a Grammy and an
Academy Award in the 1990s.
Outraged by the increasing
threat of HIV/AIDS in society, the
25-times-platinum pop star established the Elton John HIV/AIDS
Foundation in 1992 and opened
offices in the U.S. and London.
The foundation has since doled
out more than $45 million to
HIV/AIDS research and relief
across the globe.

K A I M I N C LA S S I F I E D S
The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for
advertisements which are placed in the
Classified section. We urge all readers to
use their best judgment and investigate
fully any offers of employment, investment or related topics before paying out
any money.

AUTOMOTIVE
AUTOMOTIVE

'88 Cad $1,200. Good 2nd car. Call 258-6159.
'77 924 Porsche $3,000 OBO. Call 258-6159.

FOR SALE

17" Flat Screen Envision Monitor for sale. $50 OBO.
Call 542-0608 evenings.
Thule car top ski box. Never used. Cost $519. Sell
$350 OBO. 549-5869.
Garage Sale. 321 Mary St. Saturday 9/1/07 8am-3pm.
Couches, bed, more..

HELP WANTED
WANTED

Babysitter needed for Griz home games. Ref. req. Call
Monica 721-4307.

k iosk
Disability Services for Students is hiring students to
work in our Auxiliary Aid pool. This person would
serve as a reader, scribe, and work for students with
disabilities.
Please
apply
at
http://www.umt.edu/studentjobs/.
Create positive change on campus. VOLUNTEER FOR
SARC. Applications due September 14. Call 243-5244
with questions.

Mother's Helper. $8.00/hr, 4-10 flexible hrs/week,
need car, clean, organized, tutor, call Jil 542-7797

Wanted: part-time cashiers/stockers. Wage D.O.E.
Apply at Big Lots 3630 Brooks Ave.
Wanted: Household help… no Mary Poppins, just light
housekeeping and a little help with the kids 12 & 5.
Must drive. Pay DOE. Send letter of interest to
mrs_murphy@hotmail.com subject: after school.

Part-time cashier help needed. 2:30-6:30 shifts and
weekends. Drop resumes at Parts-Plus, 1140 Strand
Ave. Attn. Bridget.

Various Positions available working with adults with
disabilities. Various days and hours. Days, wknds,
evenings, and overnights. Wage: $9.25/hr to
$9.90/hr. No Record of Abuse, Neglect/Exploitation.
Valid MT Driver's License. Excellent Benefits including: generous amount of paid time off, retirement,
medical & dental insurance, etc. Plus the privilege of
working with professional and caring fellow staff. TO
APPLY: Applications available at Opportunity
Resources, Inc. 2821 South Russell Street, Missoula,
MT 59801. Extensive background checks will be completed. NO RESUMES. EOE.

E-mail CLASSIFIED ADS To: classifieds@kaimin.umt.edu

MONTANA KAIMIN
BUSINESS STAFF:

AD REPRESENTATIVES
SIERRA MANFRE
ALEX MONTANARO
RYAN NALTY

The Kaimin runs classifieds four days a week. Prepayment is required. Classifieds may be placed
at DAH 207 or via FAX: (406) 243-5475, email: classifieds@kaimin.umt.edu or call 243-6541.
Student/Faculty/Staff
$.90 per 5-word line/day

R A T E S Off Campus
$1 per 5-word line/day

LOST AND FOUND: The Kaimin runs classified ads for lost or found items free of charge.
They can be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.

ICE CREAM ADDICTS

"Ice cream is exquisite. What a pity it isn't illegal." Voltaire. Goldsmiths Ice Cream has dangerously
addictive flavors. Across the footbridge at 809 E.
Front St. Next to WOW.

ROOMMATES
ROOMMATES NEEDED

New townhouse, 3 BD/2BA, W/D, AC, vaulted ceilings, deck, city view, $515 + 1/2 utilities. 231-8064,
Kyle

SERVICES
SERVICES

Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS). Here
when you need us. Call 243-4711.

The Joint Effort 1918 Brooks in the Holiday Shopping
Center. Serving the Students needs for 39 years. Sale
on India tapestries, bed spreads, and other fun stuff!

Uncle Bill's Sausages 1918 Brooks in the Holiday
Village Shopping Center. 20 kinds of sausages made
with NO preservatives, filler, or additives. Low fat,
low salt, all spices freshly ground. "No noses, hoses,
toes, or roses." Just the best for you.

Did you screw up the boot up? Does your computer
megabyte? Network not working? Call Missoula
Helpdesk for all your tech support needs. Cheapest
rates in town. Student rates available. Visit
MissoulaHelpdesk.com or call 529-7907.

E-mail DISPLAY ADS To: kaiminad@kaimin.umt.edu
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